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Holidays
How did you cover (any) holidays this year 

in a fresh, innovative way?



Candy cravings
For a cover story for our Thrive section, we tackled the 
issue of Halloween candy cravings (and the hazard of 
eating all your candy before the kids show up) by 
coming up with healthier alternatives to favorites like 
the Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup (60 percent Cacao 
chocolate with chunky peanut butter), Twizzlers 
(strawberries), Nestle Crunch bars (Rice Krispie treats 
drizzled with dark chocolate) and Snickers (Second 
Nature’s Sensible Medley).

 

Newspaper: Albany Times Union 

Contact: Tracy Ormsbee, tormsbee@timesunion.com 



Halloween costumes

For Halloween, we asked readers to tell us about those costumes that turned out unintentionally scary. We weren’t 
sure what we’d get, and then this photo of Little Bo Peep and her reluctant sheep came in, and we knew we were 
onto something. In all, more than 100 readers submitted scary tales, and we published our seven favorites.

Newspaper: The Virginian-Pilot                                   Contact: Jim Haag, 757.446.2977, jim.haag@pilotonline.com



Chew on this
Readers and colleagues share scary food stories for a 
different kind of Halloween food story.

Newspaper: Pittsburgh Post Gazette

Contact: LA Johnson, ljohnson@post-gazette.com



Pop culture 
Halloween
For our most recent Halloween costume story, fashion 
editor Debra D. Bass asked some of our popular writers 
to dress up as famous figures from pop culture. Our 
longtime news columnist became Walter White, our Go! 
Magazine editor transformed into Robin Thicke and our 
parenting columnist was Miss America. In a video, Debra 
dressed as the Halloween Fairy and transformed her co-
workers from their everyday clothes to their new look.

Video: http://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/fashion-
and-style/debra-bass/halloween-costumes-that-
scream/article_9d1e3a07-40e0-5f04-9fe2-
2f97d62100d4.html

Newspaper: St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Contact: Jody Mitori, jmitori@post-dispatch.com



Thanksgiving prayers
It’s always tough to plan the food page on the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving. It’s too late to give 
readers elaborate recipes, so we decided to go a 
different route last year. We featured different prayers 
of thanks – a Christian blessing, as well as Jewish, 
Buddhist and American Indian offerings. Several readers 
thanked us for being true to the spirit of the holiday, 
and one novice cook was grateful that we didn’t make 
her feel even more inadequate for his first 
Thanksgiving.

Newspaper: The Virginian-Pilot

Contact: Jim Haag, 757.446.2977, jim.
haag@pilotonline.com



Food for thought
For this Thanksgiving Day piece in our Family 
section, we explored how the holiday is an 
opportunity to gather family stories and then we 
offered 25 questions to help get the conversation 
started. The idea is readers would bring the paper to 
the dinner table, and keep it handy for family 
gatherings to come. (We know at least one mother-
in-law who did just that. :-)

Newspaper: The Tennessean 

Contact: Jessica Bliss, 615-259-8253





Thanksgiving

Our annual special food section features recipes for the whole meal from local chefs. We try to pair it with a trendy 
way to decorate your house in our House & Home section.

Newspaper: Kansas City Star                                            Contact: Lu, Kathy, klu@kcstar.com

mailto:klu@kcstar.com


Thanksgivukkah
This year, for the first time since 1888, first day of 
Hanukkah fell on Thanksgiving. The result? 
Thanksgivukkah, a once-in-a-millennium celebration of 
gratitude and overeating. (The next convergence isn't 
due to arrive until 79811.) To celebrate, we asked 
readers to submit recipes that could swing both ways. 
We winnowed the entrees down to three, tested them 
out and picked a winner: Sherry Vaders' Sweet Pumpkin 
Noodle Kugel.

The prize was a 16-pound turkey from Whole Foods.

Web link: 

http://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/food-and-
recipes/newsday-s-thanksgivukkah-recipe-contest-meet-
the-finalists-1.6464407

NOTE: Nonsubscribers can get access with this:  
web@newsday.com; password is newsday (all lowercase)

Newspaper: Newsday

Contact: Dorothy Edmonds, 631-843-2777

http://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/food-and-recipes/newsday-s-thanksgivukkah-recipe-contest-meet-the-finalists-1.6464407
http://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/food-and-recipes/newsday-s-thanksgivukkah-recipe-contest-meet-the-finalists-1.6464407
http://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/food-and-recipes/newsday-s-thanksgivukkah-recipe-contest-meet-the-finalists-1.6464407
http://www.newsday.com/lifestyle/food-and-recipes/newsday-s-thanksgivukkah-recipe-contest-meet-the-finalists-1.6464407


Thanksgiving 
mashups
Local restaurants offer all the tastes of Turkey Day in 
one big, glorious bite.

Newspaper: Pittsburgh Post Gazette

Contact: LA Johnson, ljohnson@post-gazette.com



Cookie guide
Our annual cookie guide is themed each year. This year, 
inspired by a nationwide blogger cookie exchange one of 
our freelancers participates in, we created “These 
cookies will travel.” We offered recipes for cookies from 
different parts of the nation — from New York’s own 
black and whites to biscochitos from New Mexico.

 

Newspaper: Albany Times Union

Contact: Jennifer Gish, 518-454-5089



Ultimate cookie 
challenge
Our annual Very Merry Cookie Challenge reader holiday 
cookie contest was approaching its 10th year, and we just 
didn't have the resources to keep it going. But it was still 
quite popular with readers — so we went out with a bang. 
For our 10th edition, rather than holding a reader contest 
the usual way, the Features department partnered with 
Marketing to 1) hold two in-person "Ultimate Cookie 
Challenge" tasting events and 2) print all of our winning 
and finalist recipes through the years in a "Cookie Book." A 
local upscale grocery store, Central Market, hosted the 
events in two of their stores and baked the nine previous 
years' winning cookies. We charged a small admission 
price, made ballots and allowed people to taste and vote 
for their favorites. Also, our Ad Services staff freelanced 
the creation of a soft-bound Cookie Book; we printed 
1,000. We sold the books at the events, and at our 
newspaper office's front desk throughout December; we 
had less than 100 left by the end. All proceeds benefited 
the newspaper's annual holiday charity, the Goodfellow 
Fund. The entire project made more than $20,000 for the 
charity, and we still have people calling for the books!

Newspaper: Fort Worth Star-Telegram

Contact: Stephanie Allmon, 817-390-7852, sallmon@star-
telegram.com



Santa babies!
We asked readers to share photos of their kids in Santa 
hats. Instant adorable.

Newspaper: Kansas City Star

Contact: Lu, Kathy, klu@kcstar.com

mailto:klu@kcstar.com


Ugly ornaments
I’m pretty sure this story idea was stolen (and maybe 
adapted) from a past Show & Steal presentation. We 
asked readers to send in their ugly Christmas ornaments 
and we couldn’t believe how bad some of them were. 
One was made from a lobster claw (with a Santa hat) 
and one looked like an old witch. The worst was truly 
scary: it’s an ornament made of cowhide, designed to 
look like a shrunken head. The reader said her dad 
picked it up in South America many years ago and hung 
it on the tree against her mother’s wishes. 

Newspaper: Houston Chronicle

Contact: Betty Luman, betty.luman@chron.com



Homemade 
ornament contest
For this holiday ornament contest, Ms. Cheap asked 
readers to send in their cheap homemade ornaments by 
mail or drop-off. She asked that they include directions 
on how to make them and total estimated cost for a fun 
holiday Style centerpiece.

Gallery link:

http://archive.tennessean.com/apps/pbcs.dll/gallery?
Avis=DN&Dato=20131116&Kategori=LIFE01&Lopenr=3111
60017&Ref=PH

Newspaper: The Tennessean 

Contact: Jessica Bliss, 615-259-8253



Ultimate Gift Guide
We take pride in coming up with unusual presentations 
for the holiday gift guide and this one was especially 
fun. We used current pop lyrics to inspire gifts, so we 
had everything from Cher’s “Dress to Kill” (see the 
fashionable nutcracker) to Lady Gaga’s “Applause 
(great gloves) to Justin Timberlake’s “Suit and Tie” 
(the obvious.)

Newspaper: Newsday

Contact: Barbara Schuler,  631-843-2939



12 virtual days 
of Christmas
We wanted to do something fun for Christmas Eve or 
Christmas (and Christmas was on our food-themed 
section day this year), so staff artist Tim Rickard 
rewrote the “12 Days of Christmas” song with a 
technology/social media theme.

Newspaper: News & Record

Contact: Cindy Loman (or Susan Ladd, who’s attending 
the conference), 336-373-7212



Where’s Xante?

The annual Christmas Eve cartoon search game where readers can search for the Post-Gazette's beloved mascot amid 
a sea of local celebrities and other notables, including Andy Warhol, Mister Rogers, Wiz Khalifa, Mac Miller and Gene 
Kelly. 

Newspaper: Pittsburgh Post Gazette                               Contact: LA Johnson, ljohnson@post-gazette.com



Holiday dress-up

This is nothing new: Think of George Plimpton on the Detroit Lions or David Sedaris at Macy's. Still, when the 
holidays roll around, it's always fun to ask an intelligent, serious journalist to dress up as an elf or a zombie and 
mingle with the public. Features columnist Rich Marini agreed to do both, for some reason, but later said no to 
wearing bunny ears and a tail at Easter.

Newspaper: San Antonio Express-News                                     Contact: Jim Kiest, 210-250-3415



Holiday cooking

This is a screen grab  of recipes from our digital recipe database with offerings  that focus on summer fare... not 
exactly a holiday but a series of holidays.  The database has been time consuming, much of it built "by hand" as it 
were, but very satisfying from a reader and editor perspective. We have 40 years of tested recipes and have been 
eager to organize them online. The database is also an online superstar built by co-workers who have superior 
technical skills and who will be employed long after I'm gone.

Newspaper: Los Angles Times                                                                  Contact: Alice Short, 213 268-7112



Kids’ resolutions
For this New Year’s advance that ran in our Family 
section, we went to a local preschool and asked 4- and 
5-year-old children about their New Year’s resolutions. 
We paired this with an adorable online video of the kids 
telling us their answers, and we used the print version 
as a way to include breakouts with tips on how parents 
can help teach kids about resolutions and about healthy 
resolutions for specific age groups.

 

Video link: http://archive.tennessean.
com/VideoNetwork/2947708610001/New-Year-s-
resolutions-from-Nashville-kids

Newspaper: The Tennessean 

Contact: Jessica Bliss, 615-259-8253

http://archive.tennessean.com/VideoNetwork/2947708610001/New-Year-s-resolutions-from-Nashville-kids
http://archive.tennessean.com/VideoNetwork/2947708610001/New-Year-s-resolutions-from-Nashville-kids
http://archive.tennessean.com/VideoNetwork/2947708610001/New-Year-s-resolutions-from-Nashville-kids
http://archive.tennessean.com/VideoNetwork/2947708610001/New-Year-s-resolutions-from-Nashville-kids


Super Bowl mania
Is it a holiday when your football team makes it to the 
Super Bowl? It is when your city has not had a national 
championship in any of the major men’s sports for more 
than three decades. Seattle went nuts as the Seahawks 
marched toward Super Bowl victory, and the features 
department didn’t want to stand aside as the sports 
department ruled the news pages. We contributed an A1 
story on the Seahawks chef that dominated our most-
read chart for several days, as well as recipes for 
“Hawktail” cocktails and party dips contributed by big-
name local chefs. We even ventured a little dance-
critical take on the best Seahawks touchdown dances of 
the season (online only): http://blogs.seattletimes.
com/artspage/2014/01/15/top-3-seahawks-celebratory-
dances-of-2013/

Newspaper: The Seattle Times

Contact: Lynn Jacobson, Features editor, 206-464-2714, 
ljacobson@seattletimes.com

http://blogs.seattletimes.com/artspage/2014/01/15/top-3-seahawks-celebratory-dances-of-2013/
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/artspage/2014/01/15/top-3-seahawks-celebratory-dances-of-2013/
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/artspage/2014/01/15/top-3-seahawks-celebratory-dances-of-2013/
http://blogs.seattletimes.com/artspage/2014/01/15/top-3-seahawks-celebratory-dances-of-2013/




Prisoners of Love
A Valentine's Day story about women who fall in love 
with federal inmates.

Newspaper: Edmonton Journal

Contact: Jana Pruden 780-907-7428



Hidden hearts
A fun wink to Valentine’s Day, we asked readers to 
send us photos of “hidden hearts” they spotted in 
food, nature—or wherever. We generated a 
Twitter/Instagram hashtag for the project and used a 
lot of print/social media promotion to keep interest 
going in early February. By Valentine’s Day we had 
generated a stream of 150+ good photos of heart-
shaped strawberries, seashells, etc. Our favorites ran 
in the print edition, with refs to the still-growing 
gallery online. (Note, we were inspired by the 
Hidden Mickeys at Disney, NOT Drew Barrymore’s 
book.)

Newspaper: Newsday

Contact: Barbara Schuler,  631-843-2939



St. Patty’s Day Bingo
Bingo cards aren't a new idea, but we couldn't recall ever 
having one in our section. The annual St. Patrick's Day 
Parade in Roanoke is surprisingly large and popular for a 
city of this size, so throngs of people flock downtown to 
party all day. With the plethora of holiday-related sights 
and sounds downtown, we thought making a bingo game 
of the event would be a lot of fun.

It turned out to be just as much fun for us to come up 
with items for the card as it was for readers.

Newspaper: The Roanoke Times

Contact: Lindsey Nair, 540-981-3224



Easter chocolate
Easter story with fabulous art visiting all the 
independent chocolate makers in the Pittsburgh region. 

Newspaper: Pittsburgh Post Gazette

Contact: LA Johnson, ljohnson@post-gazette.com



7 ways to hard-cook eggs

As Easter approached, we tested seven different ways to hard-cook eggs, including some less conventional methods 
that put gadgets like tea kettles and rice cookers to new use. Each method worked well, depending on the situation 
you might find yourself in.

Newspaper: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel                          Contact: Jill Williams, 414-224-2349



Guy’s guide to prom
A seasonal story for that prom time of year. 

Newspaper: Pittsburgh Post Gazette

Contact: LA Johnson, ljohnson@post-gazette.com



Mother’s Day tattoos

We’re a Navy town, so it seemed both fitting and playful to ask readers to show us their Mom tattoos for Mother’s 
Day. We chose the best stories from the 150 or so submissions, took staff portraits of four of them and wrote short 
vignettes about the inkings. Inside, we ran some of the reader-submitted photos.

Newspaper: The Virginian-Pilot                                    Contact: Jim Haag, 757.446.2977, jim.haag@pilotonline.com



‘Sara’s Story’
In 1998 I edited an essay by a Metro reporter who was a 
single woman attempting to navigate post-Soviet Russia 
to adopt a child. The story ended with a harrowing train 
ride into the frozen Russian night, a smile — and her 
little girl, Sara, at home in Dallas playing with her 
stuffed bunny. Sara is now an 18-year-old senior who did 
her Advanced Placement art class project exploring her 
adoption. For Mother's Day, we published the story of her 
adoption through her illustrations with blurbs from her 
about what inspired each piece. We created an 
interactive package that showcased her art and included 
her mother's original essay.

http://res.dallasnews.com/interactives/2014_May/stahl/

Newspaper: The Dallas Morning News

Contact: Lisa Kresl, 214-977-8807

http://res.dallasnews.com/interactives/2014_May/stahl/
http://res.dallasnews.com/interactives/2014_May/stahl/


Father’s Day 
‘Dadaisms’
While brainstorming a way to involve readers in this 
year's Father's Day, we started talking about all the 
sayings we remembered from our dads. Whether they 
were just funny, such as "Grinning like a possum eating 
yellow jackets" or instructive, such as "Choose your 
battles wisely," we thought they'd be worth sharing.

We ran the come-ons and the response from readers was 
impressive. I shied away from anything that was a cliche, 
sticking to the really personal and unique ones. They 
really ran the spectrum from laugh-out-loud funny to 
tear-jerkers.

Readers said they thoroughly enjoyed reading them.

Newspaper: The Roanoke Times

Contact: Lindsey Nair, 540-981-3224



July 4 Twinkies
We've done hot dogs. This time we thought we'd use a 
hometown food — Twinkies (Hostess is headquartered 
here) — for a reader contest. Turn a Twinkie into a red, 
white and blue extravaganza. We received more than 
100 entries: Twinkie Mount Rushmore, Twinkie beach 
volleyball, Twinkie bald eagle and more. Filled two full 
pages!

Newspaper: Kansas City Star

Contact: Lu, Kathy, klu@kcstar.com

mailto:klu@kcstar.com


Back when 
I was a kid...
For the Sunday before school started, we invited readers 
to share something they had as kids that today’s students 
don’t. Our query set the tone my mentioning 
mimeograph machines and a few other nostalgic items, 
and we were happy that most were indeed nostalgic (vs. 
“Back in my day, kids had respect…”). We had staff 
artist Tim Rickard illustrate some of our favorite 
submissions.

Newspaper: News & Record

Contact: Cindy Loman (or Susan Ladd, who’s attending 
the conference). 336-373-7212



I grew this
We're turning this into an annual Labor Day tradition. All 
summer long we ask readers to send us selfies of 
themselves with the veggies, flowers and other bounty 
from their gardens. Makes a fun package of photos for 
the holiday weekend — the fruits of their labor — and a 
good online gallery, too.

Newspaper: Kansas City Star

Contact: Lu, Kathy, klu@kcstar.com

mailto:klu@kcstar.com

